October 23, 2017

STEEL AND ALUMINUM IMPORTS
INVESTIGATIONS

Finally, one final topic: steel and
aluminum. Recently and shockingly,
Commerce Secretary Ross has said he
is waiting for the Republican tax plan
before completing critical investiga-
tions into how steel and aluminum im-
ports are impacting the capacity of
steel and aluminum U.S. producers to
supply our defense needs. I am not sure
why the Republican tax plan has any-
thing to do with this national security
investigation, which could finally lead
to some relief from the predatory trade
practices from China and other coun-
tries. The two are entirely unrelated.

Secretary Ross’s comments smell
like an excuse for further delays—and a
bad one at that. I would like to see him
explain his decision to the thousands of
steelworkers whose jobs are on the line
because their companies aren’t com-
peting on a level playing field because
China repeatedly subsidizes, doesn’t
play by the rules, and cheats.

It is another classic example of the
Trump administration promising one
thing and doing another. President
Trump has promised many times to
crack down on China, and still, 10
months into his administration, his
Commerce Secretary is once again
needlessly delaying a preliminary step
in that effort.

I have known him for 30 years. He is
a New Yorker like I am. Every time I
see Secretary Ross, I say to him: When
are we going to do something on
China?

Oh, we are going to do something
tough.

BEach time, there is a different ex-
cuse. This should have happened in the
first 2 months of the administration. It
hasn’t.

Because of the Republican inaction,
because of the President’s unfulfilled
and rapidly becoming broken promise
on being tough with China, Senate
Democrats will be sending a letter to
President Trump and Commerce Sec-
retary Wilbur Ross demanding that the
administration keep its promise to
crack down on China’s unfair and pred-
atory trade practices. We are asking
that they continue these investigations
and expeditiously complete them.
These trade investigations have noth-
ing to do with tax reform, and there is
no need to delay them.

One more thing on China. Today I
read that Tesla—our great car manu-
facturing company—will be relocating
to China.

When you want to sell cars and many
other advanced products in China, you
have to do one of two things: set up a
joint ownership company which lets
them steal our intellectual property or
face huge tariffs. That is based on the
fact that the WTO was poorly nego-
tiated and China was regarded as a de-
veloping country. That was the fault of
President Bush and President Obama;
neither did enough to stop China.

Based on his campaign rhetoric, one
would think President Trump would be
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tougher as China steals our family jew-
els. It is no longer clothing and fur-
niture; it is our best industries. They
steal our intellectual property by these
joint ventures. Sometimes they do it
by cyber theft—a lot of times they do
it by cyber theft—and it is hurting the
good-paying jobs that might be avail-
able to our children and grandchildren.
Based on campaign rhetoric, one would
think President Trump would be
tougher on China, but so far it has been
a lot of talk and not very much action,
and the delay in these investigations is
another example.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
ERNST). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I move to proceed to executive session
to consider Calendar No. 117, Scott
Palk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Scott L. Palk,
of Oklahoma, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Western District of
Oklahoma.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Scott L. Palk, of Oklahoma, to be
United States District Judge for the Western
District of Oklahoma.

Mitch McConnell, Orrin G. Hatch, John
Cornyn, Chuck Grassley, Thom Tillis,
Pat Roberts, John Barrasso, Johnny
Isakson, Roger F. Wicker, John Thune,
Marco Rubio, James Lankford, Richard
Burr, Steve Daines, Mike Crapo, John
Boozman, James M. Inhofe.

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I move to proceed to legislative ses-
sion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
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The motion was agreed to.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I move to proceed to executive session
to consider Calendar No. 179, Trevor
McFadden.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Trevor N.
McFadden, of Virginia, to be United
States District Judge for the District
of Columbia.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Trevor N. McFadden, of Virginia,
to be United States District Judge for the
District of Columbia.

Lamar Alexander, Susan M. Collins,
John Boozman, Chuck Grassley, Orrin
G. Hatch, Steve Daines, Dean Heller,
Bill Cassidy, Cory Gardner, Michael B.
Enzi, Thom Tillis, John Thune, John
Kennedy, John Cornyn, David Perdue,
Joni Ernst, Mitch McConnell.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum calls for the cloture
motions be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

BANKRUPTCY JUDGESHIP ACT OF
2017—Continued

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum call with respect to the
cloture motion on the House message
to accompany H.R. 2266 be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Florida.

Mr. NELSON. Madam President, to
accommodate the majority leader, I
ask unanimous consent—I understand
that he will object, and I will explain it
afterward, but it involves what you see
here in the aftermath of the hurricane,
all of this citrus fruit on the ground—
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